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CALL FOR PAPERS

Methods X in Newfoundland, August 1999

Nov. 20 is the deadline for proposals for the
Tenth International Conference on Methods
in Dialectology (Methods X) to be held August
1-6, 1999 at Memorial University of New-
foundland, St. John 3, Newfoundland,
Canada.

This conference, which has met previously
in Canada, Wales, and Germany, originally
dealt with issues of methodology and analy-
sis, but its scope has broadened to include all
topics relating to socially-, regionally-, and
areally-based variation, in any language or
language family. -

A special focus of the 1999 conference will
be “Historical connections: Transported vari-
eties and their origins.”’This involves the in-
vestigation of relationships between extrater-
ritorial varieties (and putative varieties) of
English (e.g. Southern American English,
AAVE, Caribbean English, Newfoundland
English) and regional sources in Britain and
Ireland. Sessions and workshops on indi-
vidual overseas varieties are particularly en-
couraged, for English as well as other lan-
guages.

Memorial University is located in an area
of the English-speaking world that has pre-
served strong cultural and linguistic ties with
southwest England and southern Ireland,
and the setting offers a unique opportunity to
observe some of the more conservative of the
20th century transplanted varieties of En-
glish. In addition, the university § Folklore
and Language Archive (MUNFLA) contains
an extensive taped collection of local lan-
guages and dialects, with particular emphasis
on regional English.

Abstracts are invited in all aspects of lan-
guage variation and regional dialectology,
both synchronic and diachronic, for presenta-
tions that are 20 minutes long, followed by 10
minutes of discussion. The abstract deadline
is Nov. 20, with notification of acceptance in
January 1999. Abstracts will be refereed
anonymously.
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Abstracts should be no longer than 400
words, including bibliography. They may be
submitted in either hard copy or, preferably,
by e-mail. If a paper version is submitted,
three copies of the abstract should be pro-
vided. Each copy should include only the pa-
per title and the abstract text; a separate
page should contain the author 3 name, ad-
dress, affiliation, e-mail address, fax and
phone numbers, along with the title of the
paper and any requirements for special equip-
ment. Authors submitting a hard copy should
also include a diskette containing the abstract
text. Authors using e-mail should submit the
abstract as an ASCII text file, which also in-
cludes, separately, all of the above informa-
tion.

Send e-mail abstracts to:
methodsx@mun.ca. Send hard copy abstracts
to Methods X Organizing Committee, Lin-
guistics Department, Memorial University,
St. John 8, NF A1B 3X9, Canada; fax (709)
737-4000 (Attn: Linguistics Department). For
further information see the website at
wWww.ucs.mun.ca/~methodsx.

Anyone interested in organizing a special
session or workshop should contact the orga-
nizers at the above address. Proposals for ses-
sions that relate to the conference focus, or
that involve innovative methodology in the
treatment of language/dialect variation (e.g.
computational procedures and applications),
are particularly welcome, although topics are
by no means restricted to these areas.

Information will be posted on our website
as it becomes available. If you did not receive
the initial call for papers via e-mail and would
like to be added to our e-mail list, please let us
know.

We look forward to seeing you in New-
foundland in the summer of 1999, and will
endeavour to ensure that the conference will
stand out not only with respect to its quality,
but also, in the tradition of previous Methods
conferences, its conviviality.
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ADS ANNL_JAL MEETING . . .
Friday, January 8: Council, New Words Nominations, Papers

ADS Executive Council

=3:00 a.m.: Open meeting; all members welcome. Coffee will be served. Presiding: ADS
President Walt Wolfram.

The Executive Council discusses and sets policy for the Society and hears reports from
officers, editors, committee chairs, and regional secretaries. To get an advance copy of the
agenda in early December, write or e-mail the Executive Secretary.

Words of the Year 1998 and Word of the 20th Century

«=10:30-11:30 a.m.: New Words Committee. Chair: Wayne Glowka, Georgia Coll, and
State Univ. Review of new words of 1998; nominations for Word of the Year. (Voting at 5:15
p-m.; see Page 6.) Leading candidates in particular categories will be identified. Also, nomina-
tions will be taken for the Word of the Century (final vote in January 2000). All members are
welcome.

General Session |

1:00-3:00 p.m. Chair: M. Lynne Murphy, Baylor Univ.
1 =1:00-1:30: “Come /came Variation in English: Where Did It Come From and Which Way

Is It Going?”Sali Tagliamonte, Univ. of York, England.

Variation in the past tense paradigm of the verb come, as in (1), has been identified as having “the
greatest degree of non-standardness”’amongst verbs in some English dialects (Christian, Wolfram &
Dube, 1988:106).

(@D a When | came home that day, it was a different world,

b. Well when war come out they pulled me in.

Analyses of over 1100 tokens in a corpus of 92 male and female speakers between 15-91 years of age
reveal that the factors which contribute to the variation are multidimensional. Unsurprisingly, age and
sex are heavily implicated. The more striking finding is the discovery of grammatical conditioning—come
is favored with singular subjects and disfavored with plural subjects. There seems to be a clear historical
explanation for this patterning: come was the older preterit singular form. The fact that it is still
correlated with this grammatical person suggests historical continuity. However, the results also reveal
that the variation has undergone a number of specific changes over the generations in the community as
well. Indeed, older and younger speakers as well as male and female speakers can be shown to follow
quite different systems.

2 «1:30-2:00: “Out of Ireland: Second-Person Pronouns in American English.””Michael

Montgomery, Univ. of South Carolina.

Since the time that English lost the number distinction in second-person pronouns in the 16th century
as you was extended into the singular, speakers of the language have devised a number of alternatives to
compensate for this and to restore the functional differentiation maintained by first- and third-person
pronouns. Innovative second-plural forms have routinely taken you as the base of a phrase and have
become grammaticalized as compounds to one degree or another: you @ns/yuns (from you + ones), y &Il
(from you + all), yous, and you(s) guys. It is intriguing, however, that not all varieties of English have
developed such new, unambiguously plural pronouns. In Survey ofEnglish Dialects: The Dictionary and
Grammar (Upton et al. 1994), no forms are recorded from England. By contrast, varieties of Irish English
use yous and yous @ins today, and there is strong evidence that two other pronouns current in the
American South (y&ll and you @ns, both with roots ultimately in Scotland) were brought from Ulster by
Irish emigrants to the U.S. in the 18th century.
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ADS ANNUAL MEETING
Friday, January 8 (Cont): Afternoon General Sessions

This paper examines the variety of second-person pronouns used in the British Isles and North
America today. Then it reconstructs the history ofy &ll, you @ins, and yous, explores the grammatical and
semantic properties of these pronouns by using manuscript evidence from the past three centuries, and
considers questions about variation between them. How could settlers from Ireland, a relatively small
part of the English-speaking world, have broughtyou @ns, y &ll, andyousl Were the three semantically or
socially differentiated from one another in Irish English? What developments have taken place since
these pronouns were brought to the United States?

3 =2:00-2:30: “The Sociolinguistic Interview Meets the Family: Leveling the Recording

Field.”Elaine Green, North Carolina State Univ.

Despite concerns for balancing the “dnequal partnership”between linguists and the speech commu-
nity (Rickford 1997), many would argue that concern for “faturalness”utweighs concern for coopera-
tion, and consequently, that the researcher cannot afford to relinquish any power to equalize the
partnership. This paper argues, however, that some methods involving more proactive roles for field
researchers can alter the goals of an interview while only negligibly affecting the study § objectivity. One
proactive technique for interviewing uses the Family Tree Method. By adding the explicitly shared goal
of producing a family tree to the traditional sociolinguistic interview (TSI), the FTM alters the commu-
nity participant ¥ orientation to the speech event, as well as the event-based roles for the participants. In
order to better understand these modifications, | use Schiffrin § (1994) ethnographic analysis of the TSI
to contemplate how the FTM throws light on the TSI & status as a speech event that mixes genres. In
addition, | use Fairclough 3 (1939) critical language study model to focus on how the discord in the TSI§
global coherence (as a mixed genre speech event) impacts its interpretation as participants try to place it
within their repertoire of speech events.

4 «2:30-3:00: “I Search of Natural "Speech: Performing the Sociolinguistic Interview.””

Natalie Schilling-Estes, Old Dominion Univ.

Sociolinguists have long been driven by a concern for obtaining “hatural”’or “Jernacular”speech
versus speech which is affected by the presence of the interviewer or other situational factors (e.g. Labov
1972). In this presentation, | demonstrate that this focus is perhaps misplaced, because all speech
varieties, whether overtly performative, affectedly formal, or seemingly “hatural,”tan be seen as “affec-
tations”dr “ferformances.”These performances are not “Gnnatural”but are the natural means whereby
speakers shape and reshape their personal and interpersonal identities in conversational interaction. In
the current investigation, | focus on the ongoing construction of identity in a single sociolinguistic
interview, conducted as part of a large-scale sociolinguistic study of the rural, tri-ethnic community of
Robeson County, North Carolina. The interview is analyzed in terms of (1) usage levels of ethnic and
regional variables in different portions of the interview, (2) shifting patterns of co-occurrence of variables,
and (3) strategic use of variables during key moments. The analysis reveals that, even within a single
interview, each interlocutor demonstrates several different types of “fatural,””“Vernacular””speech.
Further, a number of speech events, both “€areful”’and “€asual,” are clearly performative and hence resist
classification according to the traditional Labovian scheme.

General Session 11

San Gabriel B, Westin Bonaventure
3:15-5:15 p.m. Chair: Jesse Sheidlower, Random House.
5 «3:15-3:45: “Evidence of American Dialect Leveling in the Academic Sphere.””Anne

Marie Hamilton, Univ. of Georgia.

William Kretzschmar (1997) argues that it is not the presence of features that marks Standard
American English but the absence or limitation of regionally and socially marked features. In order to
investigate the elusive composition of the American standard variety, | interviewed four English Depart-
ment graduate assistants at the University of Georgia. The informants are four male Caucasians, natives
of Boston, the Midwest, North Georgia, and South Georgia. As Freshman English teachers, they have an
interest in speaking standard English. The study is a qualitative assessment of the similarities and
differences between the informants 3peech habits. While | expected to find that they do not speak alike,
owing primarily to their different regional affiliations, the results support Kretzschmar & assertion.
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MEETINGS

South Central (Cont.)

have merged in a single low back phoneme. Other
mergers are quite common as well, such as the
taxing of /i/and /e/to /I/ and /E/ and before //. Some
younger speakers, consciously aware of the stigma
attached to Southern speech and of the prestige of
other varieties, at times un-merge the pen-pin
Southern merger.

3 “Narrative Stance Markers and Pronoun
Shift in the Tennessee Civil War Veteran 3
Questionnaires.”’Lisa Abney and Rebecca
Farabough, Northwestern State Univ.

Many times, when speakers discuss subjects
with which they feel uncomfortable, they employ
lexical items which distance themselves from the
topic. Terms such as they say or a pronoun shift are
ways of negotiating distance. Speakers will some-
times begin a piece of discourse using | and then
will shift to you to include the audience in then-
discourse, or to distance themselves from uncom-
fortable subjects. This paper will examine the use
of narrative stance indicators in the Tennessee
Civil War Veterans "Questionnaires, collected in
the 1920s.

4. “The Flood of 97: Stories from Grand
Forks, North Dakota.”Gina Collins, Univ. of
North Texas.

In the spring of 1997, Grand Forks, North Da-
kota, experienced a “500-year flood.””This project
utilizes tape-recorded “flood stories”df individuals
who were either living in Grand Forks at the time
of the flood or who had connections to the city and
returned to assist with the cleanup. Using narra-
tive analysis techniques patterned after Barbara
Johnstone § work with the Fort Wayne, Indiana,
flood of 1982, this project blends the individual
stories into one community narrative. Emphasis is
placed on how the language of the story (and the
story itself) reflects the values and myths of the
region, and comes to be an symbol of the city.

Chair: Patricia Cukor-Avila, Univ. of
North Texas. ADS Regional Secretary 1998-
99: Charles B. Martin, U. of North Texas.

For membership and registration informa-
tion write Jo Hebert, SCMLA, Dept, of En-
glish, Texas A&M Univ., College Station TX
77843-4227; phone (409) 845-7041; fax (409)
862-2292; e-mail scmla@acs.tamu.edu;

http ://www-english. tamu. edu/scmla.

Future meeting: 1999 Oct. 28-30 Mem-
phis, Crown Plaza Hotel.
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DSNA Last Call for May 99

November 1 is the deadline for proposals
for the biennial meeting of the Dictionary So-
ciety of North America at the University of
California, Berkeley, May 27-29, 1999.

DSNA members are encouraged to send e-
mail abstracts of no more than 200 words to:
DSNAQ@trill.berkeley.edu. Regular mail will
also be accepted: three copies to Abstracts,
DSNA XlIth Biennial Meeting, Dept, of Lin-
guistics, Univ. of California, Berkeley CA
94720-2650.

You aren ¥a member? Send annual dues of
$30 domestic, $40 foreign; students $20 do-
mestic, $30 foreign to Executive Director
Luanne von Schneidemesser, 6131 Helen C.
White Hall, 600 North Park St., Madison WI
53706; e-mail lvonschn@facstaff.wisc.edu,
phone (608) 263-3810.

And DSNA now has a new website. Visit it
at http://polyglot.lss.wisc.edu/dsna/
index.html.

ADS at NCTE in November

ADS-sponsored session at the annual con-
vention ofthe National Council of Teachers of
English, Nashville, Nov. 19-22.

Southern Mountain Speech: Session A.34,
Friday, Nov. 20, 9:30-10:45 a.m. Papers:

=“White Like Me: The Linguistics of Race,
Region, and Class in Southern Appalachia.”
Kathy Jennings, Clinton, Tenn.

<=“The Dictionary of Smoky Mountain En-
glish as a Pedagogical Tool.”Michael Mont-
gomery, Univ. of South Carolina.

Chair: Bethany K. Dumas, Univ. of Ten-
nessee, Knoxville TN 37996-0430; phone
(423) 974-6965; e-mail dumasb@utk.edu.

Recorder/reactor: Anne Marie Hamilton,
Univ. of Georgia.

For membership and convention informa-
tion write NCTE, 1111 W. Kenyon Road, Ur-
bana IL 61801-1096; phone (800) 369-6283 or
(217) 328-3870; http://www .ncte.org.

Future NCTE convention: 1999 Nov. 18-
23, Denver.
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MEMORIAL NOTICES

Lurline Coltharp 1913-1998

By Grant W. Smith

Dr. Lurline Hughes Coltharp, a life mem-
ber of ADS and a former member of the Ex-
ecutive Council, 1982-85, passed away Au-
gust 1 She had been convalescing from by-
pass surgery but died unexpectedly of a viru-
lent cancer. She had brought exceptional
grace and warmth to our meetings and will be
missed by everyone who knew her.

Lurline, to the many who knew her well,
was born in Bridgeport, Texas, on May 9,
1913 shortly before her parents—Frank A
Hughes, a noted engineer and inventor, and
Mary (Fisher) Hughes, a well-known civic
leader—moved to El Paso. She attended the
University of Texas at Austin, where she
graduated summa cum laude in 1935. After
teaching public school and then starting a
family, she later earned her masters and doc-
toral degrees and began teaching at the Uni-
versity of Texas, El Paso, becoming in 1970
one of the first women full professors in the
Texas system. Her academic honors included
Delta Kappa Gamma, Phi Lambda Theta, and
Phi Kappa Phi.

Her dissertation was published by the Uni-
versity of Alabama Press in 1965 under the
title The Tongue of the Tirilones: A Linguistic
Study ofa Criminal Argot, and she authored
many presentations and journal articles. In
addition to her service to ADS, she served as
president of the El Paso AAUW (1953-54),
delegate of the Modern Language Association
(1971-75), president of the Texas Teachers of
English to Speakers of Other Languages
(1972-73), president of the American Name
Society (1978-79), member of the University
of Texas System Chancellor § Council; and
since 1981 as Professor Emerita of Linguistics
and English, an uncommon title at UTEP of
which she was justly proud.

Throughout her life Lurline was also an
important member of El Paso§ cultural and
civic institutions—e.g., as honarary member
and club historian of the West EIl Paso Rotary
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Club, life member of the Chamber of Com-
merce, charter member of the EI Paso Mu-
seum Association, and on the Board of Direc-
tors of the ElI Paso Symphony. She was an
active fundraiser for many organizations such
as the Community Chest, Red Cross, and
American Cancer Society. .Such activities led
to many awards by her community, culminat-
ing in her election to the El Paso Women
Hall of Fame in 1992.

Lurline had a tough-minded, empirical ap-
proach to issues but will be most remembered
for her positive, encouraging, generous, and
supportive personality. | remember her tak-
ing me, an insecure newcomer, by the arm
and asking me to sit by her at the annual ADS
luncheon. Although not directly involved, |
was also impressed by her hosting meetings
of the ADS Executive Council in her New
York hotel suite. Many others have sent me
fond memories. Don Lance, who knew her at
least as well as I, says, “Fwould like to write
volumes about our dear friend, Lurline
Coltharp, but words are poor tools for the
expression of my feelings at this moment. We
were graduate students at the University of
Texas at the same time ... A very dear person
and serious scholar. It was an honor to know
her and be influenced by her positive ap-
proach to everything.””

With her passing we have lost a very wise
colleague who brought a kind and loving
touch to our professional lives. Memorial gifts
may be sent to: Lurline H. Coltharp Collec-
tion of Onomastics, do Development Office,
University of Texas at El Paso, 1100 N.
Stanton Street Suite 205, El Paso, Texas
79902.

Morton W. Benson

Another long-time member of ADS, Morton
W. Benson of the Department of Slavic Lan-
guages at the University of Pennsylvania,
died July 21. He had belonged to ADS since
1983 and was also active in the Dictionary
Society of North America.



DARE QUERIES

DARE Hatches for Pencil Points, Privy, Runaround

If you can help with any of the following
words, please send your information (includ-
ing date and place of use) to DARE ¥ Associate
Editor, Joan Hall. She can be reached at 6125
Helen White Hall, 600 N. Park St., Madison
WI 53706, e-mailjdhall@facstaff.wisc.edu.

1 + 1 -—A correspondent reports
this from New Jersey in reference to pasta in
rice-like particles (apparently orzo or some-
thing similar). Has anyone else heard this?

1 ? & 1 #? & —Any
“Sightings”df these words in reference to crit-
ters (not flowers, please!) other than marine
molluscs would be welcome; we are especially
interested in the application to various insect
larvae used as bait.

1 + +&-@—exclamation by which one
retains the right to a seat that one is leaving
temporarily. We have a single citation; is it a
well-established formula?

1 A#—var (by folk-etymology?) of privet.
We have scattered examples, beginning with
George Washington, from VA, WV, and KY.
Has anyone heard this? Is it an established
form, or merely a recurrent malapropism?

+ /—Four informants, all from
Texas, gave this in response to questions
about unpaved or less important roads; two
LAGS informants also used it. Is it character-
istic of Texas and the Gulf States? Is it simply
aroad linking the ranch buildings with a pub-
lic road?

& <+ -=—We have two citations say-
ing that in Trenton, New Jersey, people used
to rank cars instead of parking them. Is this
still true? Is the word used anywhere else in
this sense?

+ —Does anyone know this verb in ei-
ther of these senses: “To search, root about””
(as in “She ratched in the drawers for some-
thing”Yy or “To move about restlessly””(as in
“He ratched around in bed last night)?

—var (by folk-etymology?) of rotgut
“Bad liquor.””7 of the 8 informants who used
this are from eastern Pennsylvania, New
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York, New Jersey. Do others, there or else-
where, know this form?

</=—This old Massachussetts
term for the rear under-portion of a forequar-
ter of beef was retained in Fannie Farmer3
Boston Cooking School Cook Book at least
into the 19403; is it still known or used?

? #<, /=—"fawboned.”"We have 8
examples from LANE and DARE, all in Maine
and New Hampshire. Is this still current
there or elsewhere?

- —apparently “rental house.””
Our rather meager evidence suggests that
this is concentrated in Texas and Arkansas,
but we need more evidence. (Ifyou fe not sure
what your local usage is, check out the classi-
fied ads in your local paper.)

?/#—A 1942 note in American Speech
says that this was common in northwest
Pennsylvania at that time for a denim work
jacket. Has anyone ever seen or heard this?

/—Two widely separated infor-
mants gave this as the name of a skin disease.
They are definitely not using the word in the
fairly well attested sense of “4n infection
around a fingernail,”but the descriptions re-
corded are sketchy. It seems likely that they
are refering to shingles (which typically “funs
around”the body from spine to chest), but we
would welcome any further information.

Help Wanted: Tenure Track

Associate Professor in Linguistics. Ph.D.
required, American Dialectology with some
knowledge of acoustic phonology required; ad-
ditional expertise in linguistics of literature
highly desirable. Contact Dr. Christina
Murphy, Chair, Department of English, Lin-
guistics Search, University of Memphis, Cam-
pus Box 526176, Memphis, TN 38152-6176.
(901) 678-2651. (901) 678-2226 (fax).
cmurphy2@cc.memphis.edu. Minorities and
women are encouraged to apply. The Univer-
sity of Memphis, a Tennessee Board of Re-
gents Institution, is an EO/AA Immigration
Reform Act Employer.
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